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Plant Conservation in Greece



1. Knowledge



Volume 1: 1997
Volume 2: 2002
Strid & Tan (eds)



1991                                                         1986                                                       



2001                                                         1998                                                         



1993                                               

2001                                                         



2016                                               



2017                                                         



2013

~ 7000 taxa



272 taxa
(243 species)

1995                                                         

300 taxa
2009
2 vols

The 2 Red 
Data Books 
of Greece                                                         



RDB-1995 + RDB-2009

476 taxa
(96 common in both lists)

AN UPDATED RED LIST FOR GREECE
IS URGENTLY NEEDED

& IS ESTIMATED TO INCLUDE

1000-2000 taxa



NEW PROJECT - HBS

2021-2023

Κόκκινο Βιβλίο Ειδών Αγγειωδών 
Φυτών και Μυκήτων τησ Ελλάδασ

Red Data Book of the Vascular
Plants and Fungi of Greece



1. Knowledge
2. Laws and Rules



PRESIDENTIAL DECREE 67/1981
A ‘CHAOTIC’ AND OUTDATED

LIST OF 

>700 taxa
of Greek plants

SHOULD BE
RECOMPILED ASAP



2010                                                         

Endemic ? Endemic Doubtful Taxa Total

Species* 1002 41 40 1083

Subspecies 348 28 16 392

Varieties 24 2 3 29

Taxa 1316 67 62 1445



1. A NEW NATIONAL LIST OF 
ENDEMIC PLANTS HAS TO BE 
COMPILED

2. THE MOST RECENT RED DATA 
BOOKS ARE CONSIDERED AS 
THE MAJOR LISTS OF 
THREATENED SPECIES



26 plant taxa
of priority (*)
PLUS another
40 plant taxa
66 in TOTAL

115 Habitat types
(85 in Annex Ι of the 
Directive 92/43/EEC
+ 30 Greek habitats)



2013-2018
Report according to 
Art. 17 of the 
DIR92/43, on the 
conservation status 
of PLANT SPECIES 
occurring in GREECE

Next reporting 
period: 2019-2024



The 25 EU 
priority plants 
of Greece 
as distributed 
in the 13 
floristic 
regions



The NATURA 2000 
Ecological Network 

in Greece
(27.3% of the land surface)

Founded 1992 - Est. 1996

446 Sites
239 (SAC)
181 (SPA)

26 (SAC/SPA)

LIFE94 NAT/GR/001201
INVENTORY, IDENTIFICATION, EVALUATION, AND 

MAPPING OF THE HABITAT TYPES AND FLORA 
AND FAUNA SPECIES IN GREECE

05/1994-10/1995



MAY 2020

24 MANAGEMENT 
UNITS FOR THE 

ENTIRE NATURA 2000 
NETWORK OF GREECE



1. Knowledge
2. Laws and Rules
3. Conservation in action



THE CONSERVATION PLAYERS

Universities
Research Institutes

Management Units for Nature Conservation
Forest Directorates
Regional/Local Authorities

NGOs
Scientific Societies
Companies for Environmental Studies/Conservation/Management



FUNDING

European Union (LIFE, …)
International Organisations/Funds (Franklinia, Leventis Fund, …)
National Development Funds (Green Fund, …)



ASPIRATION

Conserving natural plant heritage
Combatting plant blindness



In situ Conservation



LIFE
PLANT/HABITAT

MANAGEMENT PROJECTS
IN CRETE

•LIFE95/NAT/GR/001143 (5 sites in western Crete)   1995-1998
•LIFE98/NAT/GR/005264 (Vai Palm Forest)    1999-2002
•LIFE99/NAT/GR/006497 (Rouvas Forest)   1999-2001
•LIFE04/NAT/GR/000105 (*3170 Mediterranean temporary ponds)  2004-2008
•LIFE04/NAT/GR/000104 (6 priority plants and *9370 Palm groves of Phoenix)
• LIFE07NAT/GR/000296 (*2250 Dune juniper thickets [Juniperus spp.])



Documentation, Monitoring and Protection of three Native, Priority Plant Species (Annex II of

Dir 92/43/EEC) in the White Mountains (Lefka Ori, GR 4340008), Crete
MAICh-NKUA

Bupleurum kakiskalae

Hypericum aciferum

Nepeta sphaciotica

Programme “Environmental Protection and Sustainable
Development” of the Greek Ministry of Environment, Planning
& Public Works, Aug 2002-Aug 2003.



Programme “Environmental Protection and Sustainable
Development” of the Greek Ministry of Environment, Planning
& Public Works, Aug 2003-Aug 2004.

Παρακολοφθηςη και καταγραφή των πληθυςμών του φυτικοφ είδουσ προτεραιότητασ του 
Παραρτήματοσ ΙΙ τησ Οδηγίασ 92/43/ΕΟΚ Bupleurum capillare Boiss. & Heldr. ςτισ περιοχζσ 

«ΝΟΣΙΟΑΝΑΣΟΛΙΚΟ΢ ΠΑΡΝΑ΢΢Ο΢ – ΕΘΝΙΚΟ΢ ΔΡΤΜΟ΢ ΠΑΡΝΑ΢΢ΟΤ – ΔΑ΢Ο΢ ΣΙΘΟΡΕΑ΢» και 
«ΟΡΟ΢ ΓΚΙΩΝΑ» – Προτάςεισ Διαχείριςησ 



http://cretaplant.biol.uoa.gr

CRETAPLANT  (LIFE04 NAT/GR/000104)
SEPTEMBER 1, 2004 – DECEMBER 31, 2007 (40 MONTHS)

BUDGET 750.000 €

PARTNERS

•NKUA  (Univ. of  Athens)

•MAICh (Mediterranean Agronomic 
Institute of  Chania)

•FDC (Forestry Service of Chania)

•RDFC (Regional Developmental 
Fund of Crete)



2004-2007



16 June 2009

The 7 PMRs 
(CRETAPLANT) are 

officially proclaimed 
as  WILDLIFE 

REFUGES



JUNICOAST (LIFE+)
Actions for the conservation of coastal dunes with 

Juniperus spp. in Crete and the South Aegean (Greece)

2009-2013
Partners:

MAICh
NKUA
Forest Depts

http://www.junicoast.gr/ 

priority habitat 

2250* - Coastal dunes with Juniperus spp.
Juniperus macrocarpa



Greece is the only member state of the EU where the habitat type 9562 *Grecian Juniper 
Woods occurs and Prespa is the only part of Greece where it has been recorded. The two 
species which dominate the juniper woods of Prespa are Juniperus excelsa and J. foetidissima. 
The main purpose of the JunEx project is to improve, restore and promote these juniper 
woods through the control of grazing as a management and forest protection measure and 
eventually improve the conservation status of the habitat type in areas where it has been 
degraded.

Society for the Protection of Prespa
Goulandris Natural History Museum, Greek Biotope/Wetland Centre

2013 - 2017



2015 - 2021





www.care-mediflora.eu

Apr 2016 – Dec 2018
Funded (80%) by MAVA 

Foundation



Datisca cannabina L.

VU

Bellevalia brevipedicellata Turril.

EN

Limonium elaphonisicum A. Mayer

VU

Androcymbium rechingeri Greuter

EN

Viola scorpiuroides Coss.

R



Reseda minoica
Martín-Bravo & Jiménez-Mejías

Limonium creticum Artelari

VU

VU

Bolanthus creutzburgii Greuter 
subsp. zaffranii Phitos & al.

Chaerophyllum creticum Boiss. & Heldr.
VU

VU



Ida Mt (1500 m), Doline

CR
Horstrissea dolinicola Greuter, Gerstb. & Egli



05-2020

10 JULY 2020

The  8th PMR of Crete:
Horstrissea dolinicola



Mohamed bin Zayed
Species Conservation Fund (MbZ) 

CR
Horstrissea dolinicola Greuter, Gerstb. & Egli

Conservation of the unique 
population of Horstrissea
dolinicola in central Crete

2020 - 2022



2014 - 2017

2017 - 2021





2020 - 2022

Assessment of the structure and dynamics 
of Juniperus drupacea populations 

and the reproductive biology of the species

JuniFor PROJECT
Juniperus drupacea



JuniDrone PROJECT
Innovative usage of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) in forest 

ecosystem management in Greece –

A pilot study on Syrian Juniper (Juniperus drupacea Labill.)

1Institute of Mediterranean & Forest Ecosystems, Hellenic Agricultural Organization - ELGO “DIMITRA”, Terma Alkmanos, Athens 11528,

Greece, E-mail: edaskalakou@fria.gr
2ΥLI-Management & Environmental Protection, 9, Mavromateon str., Αthens 10682, E-mail: yli1@forest.gr
3Natural Environment and Climate Change Agency, E-mail: i.mitsopoulos@prv.ypeka.gr
4Department of Botany, Faculty of Biology, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, E-mail: cthanos@biol.uoa.gr

2020 - 2023



Conservation of 
priority forests and 
forest openings in 
"Ethnikos Drymos
Oitis" and "Oros
Kallidromo" of 
Sterea Ellada

LIFE11 
NAT/GR/1014 -

“ForOpenForests”

2014 - 2020 Conservation of temporary ponds (3170*) 

Seeding of the typical species Lythrum thymifolia, Ranunculus 
lateriflorus, Myosurus minimus, Heliotropium supinum and Veronica 
oetaea. Planting of Mentha pulegium transplants.

Veronica oetaea



2020 - 2022

Ενίςχυςη του τοπικοφ ενδημικοφ φυτικοφ 
είδουσ Veronica oetaea ςε λιμνία τησ Οίτησ

Enhancement / reintroduction of 
Veronica oetaea



Several projects of low/medium budget 
and short/medium duration about 

Action Plans or Conservation Actions
are currently implemented under the 

supervision of the
24 MANAGEMENT UNITS



LIFE-IP 4 NATURA
Integrated Actions for the Conservation and 

Management of Natura 2000 Sites, Species, Habitats 
and Ecosystems in Greece

Total LIFE eligible project budget: 17,000,000 €
EC LIFE financial contribution requested: 10,200,000 €
National contribution: 6,800,000 €
Complementary funds: 356,616,523 €
Duration: Dec2017-Nov2025
Partners: 12 (Coordinating Beneficiary: Ministry of Environment and Energy)

2017 - 2025



LIFE-IP 4 NATURA:
Integrated Actions for the Conservation and Management of Natura 2000 Sites, Species, 

Habitats and Ecosystems in Greece. LIFE16 IPE/GR/000002

 Drafting and legal adoption of the National Action Plan for Silene holtzmannii (Annex II priority
species, HD) and for the habitat type 2250 *Coastal dunes with Juniperus spp. (Annex I priority
species, HD) - Law 3645B/6.8.2021 & Law 3723B/12.8.2021

 Field implementation of the National Action Plans for Silene holtzmannii and for the habitat type
2250 *Coastal dunes with Juniperus spp. - action will start in 2022.

 Establishment of conservation objectives (COs) for Annex II plant species and Annex I habitat types -
national COs were legally adopted in 2021 (Law 1375B/7.4.2021 & Law 1915B/13.5.2021) while COS
within each Natura 2000 site will be legally adopted in early 2022.

 Compilation of actions regarding Annex II, IV and V plant species and Annex I habitat types of the
Habitats Directive in the ‘Prioritised Action Framework for the NATURA 2000 Network in Greece for
the period 2021-2027’ completed and approved by the EC in December 2020.



Ex situ Conservation



Atlantic
Alpine
Boreal
Continental
Macaronesian
Mediterranean
Pannonian 20

21

22

23

24

2004-2009



IMPACT DU CHANGEMENT CLIMATIQUE
SUR LA FLORE MÉDITERRANÉENNE

ET ACTIONS DE CONSERVATION

http://www.genmeda.net/en/

2006-2008

Est. 2010



Local Herbarium

Mediterranean Plant Conservation Unit - MAICh

Herbarium specimens: 12,390  



Seed collections : 1.538 (404 taxa)

Seed Bank MAICh (est. 1999)

129 - endemic and 
threatened taxa

Germination protocols: 310 taxa

181 - other 
plant taxa



Re-introduction protocols

6 threatened taxa
AND another 6 taxa!! 

(currently under implementation)

Plus 2 taxa of Gavdos Isl.!



435 accessions from 282 taxa
(plus 48 accessions from an 
additional 16 taxa of Crete,
as duplicates from MAICh)

Also: 244 accessions from 105
taxa collected in Cyprus

NKUA Seed Bank (est. 1991)



1821-2021

CONCLUSIONS

Since 1974 (and 1992) huge steps have been taken
… but we have still a long way to go!



Thank you!

Imbros Gorge 


