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Are plants really the third wheel of conservation? 
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Maybe is it because plants are better off than other
taxa? 
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Or maybe because plant conservation requires less
funds? 
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L. Gerber / PNAS 2016



Is there a knowledge gap to be filled ? 
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Leading to a problem in priority setting ?  
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What do you remember? 



“Plant Blindness” ? 
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● A form of cognitive bias, which in its broadest meaning, is a human 

tendency to ignore plant species. ((1999) J. H. Wandersee and E. E. 

Schussler, Preventing plant blindness. The American Biology Teacher, 61, 82–86)

● Why this bias? 

• Human eye attracted by “moving” things, as an adaptation? 

• “Plant Literacy” in decline: in biology textbooks in the US, less than 15% of 
pages relate to plants…

• Anthropomorphism: we want to act for species that are closer to ours, that 
we can “identify with” : hence more focus on species with spine and eyes… 
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It’s a Real Scandal, isn’t it? 
But what is 
the situation 
in our own 
community? 
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Martin Adamo et al. 
looked at the factors 
that could explain 
choice of focus 
species, based on 280 
papers published on 
Southwestern Alps 
plant ecology between 
1975 and 2020   
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If you want to 
attract the 
attention of 
researchers, 
better be a tall 
plant with large, 
blue flowers… 

Than a rare 
Cyperacea from 
a monospecific 
gender… 
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So: how to Make Plants 
A Hotter Topic ?? 

- Discussion -



THANK 
YOU !


